
The Sawnee Highliner
CONTACT US

Web Address & Email: 
www.sawnee.com 
customerservice@sawnee.com

Business Office Hours: 
Mon. ‐ Fri. 8:00 a.m. ‐ 5:00 p.m.

Physical Address: 
543 Atlanta Highway 
Cumming, GA 30040

Postal Address: 
P.O. Box 266 
Cumming, GA 30028

Customer Call Center: 
Mon. ‐ Fri. 7:00 a.m. ‐ 9:00 p.m. 
Sat. 8:00 a.m. ‐ 5:00 p.m. 
Phone: (770) 887‐2363 
Fax: (678) 947‐3368 
TDD: (770) 781‐4271 
Toll Free: (800) 635‐9131

QUOTABLE QUOTE
I have not failed. I’ve just 
found 10,000 ways that 
won’t work.”
                ~ Thomas A. Edison
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This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

Mark Your Calendar for Sawnee EMC’s 

78th Annual Meeting of Members
Please make plans to attend the 2016 Annual Meeting of  
Members, which will be held on Saturday, October 1, 2016  
at Sawnee EMC’s Corporate Campus located at  
543 Atlanta Highway in Cumming. Registration and  
breakfast will begin at 8:00 a.m. and the business  
session is scheduled to occur at approximately 10:20 a.m.  
There will be many fun activities and entertainment for  
your family’s enjoyment. Look for your official notice in the  
mail after September 16, 2016.

We look forward to seeing you at this year’s Annual Meeting of Members.  
Please contact our Customer Call Center at 770-887-2363 or via email at  
customerservice@sawnee.com if you have any questions about the meeting.

OCTOBER

 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 Continental	Breakfast
 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 Registration
 9:00 a.m. - 9:25 a.m.	 General	Entertainment
 9:30 a.m.	 Welcome	and	Announcements
 9:35 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 General	Entertainment
 10:05 a.m.	 Introductions
 10:15 a.m.	 Award	Presentations
 10:20 a.m.	 Business	Session
 10:45 a.m.	 Featured	Entertainment
 11:15 a.m.	 Awarding	of	Door	Prizes
 11:45 a.m.	 Meeting	Ends

	 Note:	Times	are	estimated	and	will	vary	slightly.AG
EN

DA
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If you are thinking about installing solar at your home or 
business, we have a 10-step guide to aid you in your  
planning process. As prices decline and technology  
improves, installing a solar system—also called a photo- 
voltaic (PV) system—may make economic sense. However, 
even with these recent improvements, it is very important 
to learn all you can before committing to a major purchase. 

Here is a summary of the critical steps we recommend you 
take before beginning your solar project:

1.  Make sure your location is operating as energy  
efficiently as possible before looking into solar; you  
may have other energy related issues that need to be 
addressed first.

2.  Do your research about the pros and cons of solar.

3.  Understand how a solar system interconnects with  
Sawnee’s distribution system, and what documents are 
required.

4.  Review your current energy usage to determine what 
size PV system to install.

5.  Consider upfront costs, including any tree trimming that 
may be needed.

6.  Search for incentives, rebates, and tax credits that may 
apply.

7.  Be sure you know and understand what your  
responsibilities will be; including any costs to connect to 
our system, maintenance and system repairs. 

8.  Follow the local ordinances, permitting and all safety 
precautions.

9.  Choose a reputable contractor to install and maintain 
the PV system. 

10.  Maintain good records of your proposal and the  
proposed system energy production.

For additional information about solar, please visit our solar 
website at www.sawnee.com/solar. 

IMPORTANT STEPS TO TAKE 
BEFORE INSTALLING 

SOLAR

REMEMBER:  
Sawnee EMC is  

your trusted source  
for PV information –  
contact our energy  

professionals  
for advice! 



A programmable thermostat is one of the quickest,  
easiest and most affordable ways to save on energy bills. 
The average household spends more than $1,200 per  
year on heating and cooling. Programmable thermostats,  
which cost between $50 and $200, are a smart  
investment because they can reduce energy costs by  
as much as 15 percent annually, when operated at  
recommended temperature settings.

A programmable thermostat makes saving energy easy  
by controlling the temperature settings in both the winter 
and summer.  It’s like putting your house on “cruise 
control” by using preprogrammed settings that regulate 
the home’s temperature during the night and even when 
the home is empty. This type of thermostat automatically 
turns down the heat in the winter and turns up the  
cooling in the summer. A homeowner can save energy 
and money, while still maintaining overall comfort.

Programmable thermostats are a great energy-saving 
tool. Here are a few more tips to consider:

•  Always look for the ENERGY STAR label when buying  
a new thermostat.

•  Utilize preprogrammed factory settings to maximize 
energy savings.

•  Heat pump systems require a special type of  
thermostat. Be sure to consult with your HVAC  
professional to determine which model will work best 
for your home or business.

•  Be sure to have the thermostat installed correctly. 
If you are not comfortable doing the work yourself, 
contact a certified HVAC contractor.

Programmable thermostats offer a lot of value by  
maximizing energy savings without sacrificing comfort. 
Best of all, they can be tailored to match the schedule 
of each family. For more energy saving tips, visit Sawnee 
EMC’s Energy Center at www.sawnee.com/energy.
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SET IT 
AND  

FORGET 
IT!

The Benefits of a 
Programmable Thermostat 

Check out Sawnee’s Program‐It Rebate at  
www.sawnee.com/programit. You may  
qualify for a rebate for being energy efficient!
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☛  Thanks to Abril Green for the recipe! Do you have a recipe to share with us? If we print it, we’ll credit your  
account $5.00. Send your favorite recipe to marketing@sawnee.com.

Instructions:
Dice tomatoes, onion, peppers and cilantro. Combine in a large bowl. Add the juice from both limes and add salt.  
Stir and combine well. Allow mixture to chill in the refrigerator for at least 1-2 hours. Serve over chicken and rice for 
a fresh dinner or with tortilla chips for an easy snack. Makes about 6 cups.

Pico de Gallo 
Here’s WATTS Cookin’
Ingredients:
3 large beefsteak tomatoes
1 large sweet onion
1-2 Jalapeño peppers

2 limes
1 large handful of cilantro
Salt, to taste

If you are considering replacing an older appliance with one 
that is more energy efficient, it may be worth your while to 
wait until October. This is when you will be able to take  
advantage of Georgia’s 2016 Sales Tax Holiday which is 
scheduled for September 30th – October 2nd.  During these 
three (3) days, you will be able to purchase many ENERGY 
STAR products, with a sale price of $1,500 or less, without 
paying state or local sales tax. Qualifying products include 
those for home or personal use and may include  
dishwashers, clothes washers, doors, refrigerators,  
windows, ceiling fans and other items.

Also, this sales tax holiday will apply to products that  
promote the conservation of efficient use of water. All water 
efficient products must have a “WaterSense” label and a 
purchase price of less than $1,500. Examples of qualifying 
products are toilets, showerheads and faucet accessories. 

There are more high efficiency, ENERGY STAR rated  
products being produced now than ever before. To learn 
more about ENERGY STAR products and appliances, please 
visit www.energystar.gov.

For more information about the 2016 Georgia Sales Tax  
Holiday, please visit the Georgia Department of Revenue 
online at www.dor.georgia.gov or give one of our energy 
advisors a call at 770-887-2363 or via email at marketing@
sawnee.com.

Save Money During the 
GEORGIA SALES TAX HOLIDAY


