
As we all know, it takes a lot of energy to heat and cool the air inside your home; and 
when it “goes right out the door,” so goes your hard-earned money. The same concept 
applies to all of the invisible air leaks you have in your home. By weatherstripping your 
doors, windows, and wall penetrations, you can help eliminate chilly drafts and keep 
your conditioned air inside your home where it belongs.

Since the material needed to seal air leaks is relatively inexpensive, it is one of the  
most cost effective steps you can take to increase your home’s energy efficiency. Proper 
weatherstripping not only prevents your conditioned air from escaping, it also helps 
reduce outside noise, pollen, dust and insects from invading your home. Installation  

is often quick and easy, even if you’re not an expert  
do-it-yourselfer. 

When selecting weatherstripping for your home, 
choose a type that will withstand the weather, 

temperature changes, and wear and tear  
associated with its location.

For example, when applied to a door  
bottom or threshold, weatherstripping  

could drag on carpet or erode as a result of 
foot traffic. Weatherstripping in a window  

sash must accommodate the sliding of panes –  
up and down, sideways, or out. The weather- 

stripping you choose should seal completely when the  
door or window is closed but allow it to open freely.

Need additional information? Visit our Energy Center at www.sawnee.com/energy  
for additional tips and ways to save energy in your home. 
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QUOTABLE QUOTE

Be yourself; everyone 
else is already taken.” 
       ~ Oscar Wilde
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A dirty air filter could add up to $82 to your annual electric bill according to ENERGY STAR and the 
Department of Energy (DOE). Checking monthly, and then replacing or cleaning your filter, not 
only saves money but also extends the life of your home’s heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) system.

Filter Facts
Air filters protect your HVAC system by filtering out and collecting airborne particles from the air. 
Successful filters have a short lifespan – the better a filter catches dirt and other particles, the faster 
it gets clogged and must be cleaned or replaced. Leaving a dirty air filter in place cuts a home’s air 
quality and reduces HVAC system airflow.

If you were to run your HVAC system without a filter, it would run smoothly and have less  
pressure on the system, but this is never recommended. The system can’t perform very 

long without one. Unfiltered dust and grime accumulate on critical parts, like the  
evaporator coil, causing unnecessary wear and tear.

Monthly Check-Up
The DOE advises checking an air filter once a month. But it is especially critical to 
inspect and replace filters before each season of heavy use, like summer and  
winter. Keep in mind, pets and remodeling projects add more air debris than  

normal, so replacement is needed more often. When replacing the filter, make sure 
the arrow(s) on the filter indicating the direction of the airflow points toward the 

blower motor. 

Changing the air filter is quick, easy and can help to reduce your energy consumption. 
Questions? Contact a member of our Energy Services Department at 770-887-2363 or via email at 
marketing@sawnee.com. 
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REPLACE AIR FILTERS REGULARLY 
for Efficient Heating and Cooling

Changing the 
air filter is 
quick, easy  
and can help  
to reduce  
your energy  
consumption. 
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Be Prepared if a 
POWER OUTAGE Occurs
No one likes a power outage, especially the staff of Sawnee EMC… but they 
do occasionally occur. So, use the checklist below should you experience a 
power outage at your home or business.

✔ First, check to see if your neighbors’ power is also off.

✔  If not, check the main breaker in your electrical panel and also check the 
outside disconnect near the SEMC meter.

✔  Turn off any electric appliances that were on at the time the outage 
occurred.

✔  Leave a light on so that you will know when your power has been  
restored.

✔  If you have a laptop, smartphone, or other mobile device, visit  
www.sawnee.com to report your outage. You should consider  
downloading Sawnee’s mobile app at www.sawnee.com/mobile. You  
can easily report an outage, view your usage, pay a bill, etc… via the app.

✔  Stay away from any downed overhead power lines.  
Remember, even overhead power lines that look  
“dead” can be dangerous.

✔  If you call Sawnee, please tell us in detail about  
your outage – did you hear a loud noise… or did  
the lights flicker and then go out, etc…?

✔  Keep your refrigerator and/or freezer closed; food  
will keep much longer if the doors are not opened.

When a power outage does occur, rest assured that  
the staff of Sawnee EMC will be working for you  
until the power is restored.

Questions? Contact our  
Customer Call Center  
at 770-887-2363.

POWER 
OUTAGE?  

Visit  
www.sawnee.com  

to easily report it. We  
will be working for  

you until it is  
restored!
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☛  Thanks to Cay Drew for the recipe! Do you have a recipe to share with us? If we print it, we’ll credit your  
account $5.00. Send your favorite recipe to marketing@sawnee.com.

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine first seven (7) ingredients and pour into a glass baking dish. Top with two 
(2) cups of preferred cheese. Bake at 350 degrees for 45-60 minutes.

Mexican Casserole

Sawnee EMC is excited about its marketing relationship with True Natural 
Gas, one of Georgia’s fastest growing and lowest cost natural gas marketers. 
True Natural Gas offers you a great opportunity to receive natural gas from a 
trusted source.

Take time to see how True Natural Gas stacks up to other natural gas  
marketers in the state. Visit the Public Service Commission’s website at  
www.psc.state.ga.us. There you will see that True Natural Gas has  
consistently been one of the top two (2) lowest cost marketers for their  
standard fixed rate. This has occurred for the majority of the past 12 months, 
and it is a record to be proud of!

Additionally, True Natural Gas rewards their loyal customers.  
As consumer investigator, Dale Cardwell will tell you, “They’re not interested in gimmicks or sign  
up tricks and True Natural Gas is my #1 choice for natural gas in Georgia.” The “True Rewards”  
program is True’s way of saying “thank you” to their customers by offering incremental bill credits.  
The longer you stay with True Natural Gas, the more you save and the savings are automatic.

Sign up today! Find out what it means to be True. Contact Sawnee EMC’s Customer Call Center  
at 770-887-2363 or visit www.truenaturalgas.com.

Note: Sawnee EMC is not a certified natural gas marketer in the state of Georgia, but actively promotes the natural gas  
services of True Natural Gas, the certified natural gas marketer, as a value-added service to its members.

Here’s WATTS Cookin’

Ingredients:
1 can black beans, rinsed and drained
1 can corn, drained
1 can diced tomatoes
8 ounces salsa

8 ounces sour cream
2 cups Mexican cheese, shredded
2 cups rice, cooked
2 cups shredded cheese of preference 
(colby jack, cheddar, monterey jack etc.)

Have You  
Considered 


